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California

Community Shaded Fuel Break

Thesmall sceniccommunity of Day
islocated east of Mount Shastain
northeast Cdlifornia. Theareahasa
long history of largewildfiresand
hasbeenidentified asacommunity
a highrisk.

Located east of Mt. Shasta, the Day Road Shaded
Preventing wildfirefromstartingon Fuel Break is being built through mixed conifers and
BLM land and carrying over to chaparral.
private property or
visa-versaisthe purpose of the Day Road
Shaded Fuel Break project. A wildland-urban
interface project, it consistsof removing
overgrown and/or decadent vegetation,
eliminating fuel ladders, and opening the canopy
between trees. Removed brush isbeing piled
for later burning when conditionsalow. The
fuel break islocated mainly ontheBLM
boundary with privateland and when compl eted
will pqui d.e a60-120foot shaded fuel break Dense and decadent vegetation is being
wherefirefighterscan makeastand against a thinned.
wildfireif theneed arises.

TheAlturasBLM Prescribed Fire/FuelsCrew
began work for theprojectin April 2001 and will

be completing the4 milelong project over the
winter. Severd loca landownersare supporting the
project, allowing thefuel break to passthroughtheir
private property. Thelocal Fire Safe Council has
also expressed interest in the project asoneway to
hel p mitigatetherisk of wildfireto thelocal
homeowners. Thecouncil will persondly visitthe
siteaswork proceeds.

Completed section of the Day Road
Shaded Fuel Break.
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Poppet Flat

Poppet Flat isacommunity in Riverside
County with morethan 400 private parcels,
many with occupied residences. Expansive
wildlands, including BLM and National Forest
lands, surround the community and havean
extremefirehistory. Over the past 50 years,

the community hasbeen threastened by :

) e Fuel break built on BLM land:
numerousdestructivewildfiresthat have a(lij ace:“ to pl:'iva(t)g or Oper?yn(sorder
destroyed many homes. Poppet Flat hasbeen depicted by dashed line).

identified by the CaliforniaDepartment of
Forestry (CDF) asoneof thehighest fire
hazard areasin Riverside County andis
federdly listed asoneof Cdifornia's
communitiesat risk.

A fuel reduction plan developed ayear ago
included plansfor afuel break aroundthe

entirecommunity. A portion of thefud break Completed section of fuel
crossesBLM lands. Theloca homeowners break with BLM border
arekey playersin, and supportersof, the noted by dashed line.

project and have provided mechanical
equipment to clear vegetation on privatelands.
Firemanagement staff fromBLM’sPam
Springs/South Coast Field Office haveworked
closely with residentsand CDF crews,
providing funding and equipment for the
project and assisting in burning of brush piles.

Phase! of thiswildland/urban interface project Fuel break on BLM lands
was completed in 2001 and Phasel 1 will begin ;;f'l acent fo partion of Poppet
inspring 2002. Long range plansfor the als community.

immediate areaincludeslarger scale prescribe
fireto providemore age classmanagement in
thechaparra. Thecommunity of Poppet Flats
isbecoming amorefire-safe community thanks
tothelocal, state and federal cooperationto
reducefuelsinand around the community.

Completed fuel break outside
community of Poppet Flats.
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South Elkhor nsFuelsM anagement Proj ect

The South ElkhornsMountain Rangeliesbetween
Butteand Helenain Southwestern Montana. Itisa
multi-jurisdictiona land basewith amixtureof BLM,
Forest Service, Montana State, and private
ownership. InJuly, 1998 amulti-agency planwas
completed within the South Elkhornstoimplement a
variety of fuelstrestmentsto restorethe ecosystem
health on approximately 80,000 acres. Participants
included the BLM, Forest Service, Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlifeand Parks, and private
landowners.

Aswithmost forested areasintheWestern U.S,,
firesuppression over thelast 70 yearshashad a
major effect onthe composition, structure, and
function of plant communitiesinthe Elkhorns.
Firescar studiesrevedled anatura fireinterva of
15-25years. Firesuppression hasledto heavy
conifer encroachment (primarily Douglasfir and
juniper) into areasthat were once open savannahs.

Thiscrested an unhealthy vegetative state making Prescribed fire in the Elkhorns
the chanceof large catastrophic wildfiresgnificantly helps improve habitat and reduce
higher and a so reduced elk feeding habitat. firerisk.

Toimprove habitat conditionsfor elk and reduce hazardousfuels, the BLM began the
implementation of prescribed firesin 1999. To date, 13 unitsencompassing over 5,200
acreshave been treated with prescribed fire. These units contained large densities of
younger age classtreeswhich were encroaching into open park areas of sagebrush and
grass. Many of theseyoung treeswerekilled by the use of fire providing open areas
and additional sunlight for the regeneration of sagebrush and bunch-grassspecies. This
inturnwill provide additional foragefor elk and other wildlife. These projectswere
implemented using people and resourcesfrom avariety of agencies. Both the Forest
Service, BLM and privatelandowners participated in the prescribed burning, whilethe
BLM and Montana Department of Fish, Wildlifeand Parks provided study plots to
measurethe effectsof fireonimportant vegetation.
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Implementation of the BLM project unitswill be completed in 2002. These projects
within the South Elkhornshave demonstrated the ability of severa resource agenciesto
work together in accomplishing habitat restoration and reducing hazardousfuel sfor
futuregenerations.

BuffsPicnicAreainthelLittle Rockies

TheBureau of Land Management in Eastern Montanaisactivewith severa projectsin
and around wildland-urbaninterface areasin order to uphold the number one priority in
fire, “ Providefor firefighter and public safety” .

Afteridentifying potentialy dangerouswildland-
urban interface areas, adecision whereto start
and how to involvethe public was made.
Because of the ever growing volumeof recreation
and the close proximity to the community of
Zortman, (oneof two small communitiesinthe
Little Rockies) work inthe Buffspicnic areawas

begun.

First yeer firefightersaretaught thefundamentas
to suppressing afireof any magnitudeisanchor,
flank and pinch. These same principlesapply to
the hazardousfuelsreduction planfor theLittle
Rockies. The Buffs Campground wasaof Buffs Picnic area prior to treatment.
establishing an anchor point and showing thelocal

residentswhat can be doneto protect their

community fromfire.

Local BLM crewsstarted small, did athorough
job and received anumber of suggestionsand
commentsfromthepublic. During spring 2002,
a work will continueintheheart of theLittle
*"’{‘i Rockies. Theseprojectswill serveaspositive
..A

examplesto build strong community support for
additiona work inthefuture.

Buffs Picnic Area after treatment.



